
Beyond Desegregation
Understanding the Production of Racial Inequality

PRESENTER:
john a. powell

DATE:
May 1, 2019



Segregation is Increasing
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School Segregation is Increasing

Gains achieved by black 
students in the south are gone

Court oversight increasingly faded 
during the 2000s



School Segregation is Increasing

Whites have the least exposure to 
students of other races

Segregation is as much about 
poverty as it is about race



Segregation in Boston

David Patterson, 8, and Chris Russell, 7, rode home from the first 
day at McKay School in East Boston in September 1979.
(STAN GROSSFELD/GLOBE STAFF/FILE 1979)

Source: http://www.doe.mass.edu

Metropolitan Council for Educational Opportunity (METCO)
Founded in 1966 in Boston, Massachusetts



Segregation in Boston

Map of racial distribution in 
Boston, 2010 U.S. Census. 
Each dot is 25 people:
White, Black, Asian, Hispanic, 
or Other



Upward Economic Mobility
• The primary dataset we have to measure opportunity is 

economic mobility by income.

• If opportunity were equal, anyone born in anywhere the 
income distribution would have an equal chance of landing 
anywhere else as adults.  We know this is not true. 

• In the United States, only 7.5% of children born into the 
bottom income quintile rise to the top, less than five times 
the chances of those born into it.



Bridging and Breaking



Economic Mobility By Race
Children born into the bottom quintile, income percentile as adults.

African-Americans Whites

What this shows is that 51% of blacks born into Q1 remain there as adults, compared 
to just 23% of whites. And just 3% make it to the top quintile, compared to 16% of 
whites. Whites have rough equality of opportunity with each other. 

Source: 
PSID data 
compiled 
by Pew



Economic Mobility By Race

• A 2018 study produced by the team led by Raj Chetty
at the Equality of Opportunity Project provides 
perhaps the most detail portrait of economic 
mobility by race. 
– They found that white children born in the 25th percentile 

reach the 45th percentile on average, compared to black 
children who only reach the 32.6th percentile on average. 

• They also looked at downward mobility:



Downward Mobility By Race

This shows that black boys who grow up rich are more likely to end up in the bottom 
quintile as adults than stay there (22% v. 17%) compared to 39% v. 10% for whites.



Concentrated Poverty/Wealth

Source: EdBuild, $23 BILLION, February 2019
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Source: EdBuild, $23 BILLION, February 2019


