
Oftentimes, both religious and non-religious spaces catered towards young Muslims in the West foster alienation rather than belonging by reinforcing false dichotomies between our identities as
Muslims and as Americans. With our multilayered identities, we believe we require new spaces to encompass them. As such, this poster highlights the work happening at Ma’rifa, a third space
founded at Harvard University to cater to Muslims between the ages of 15-25 living in the United States and Canada. Our work seeks to reimagine the role of religious programming as a

dynamic part of the society around us in order to create a holistic sense of belonging. Through an annual conference, art exhibit, and mentorship program, we work with faith leaders and culture
makers to collectively reflect, discuss, and act on our shared challenges while bridging the gap between the larger American society and many Muslim spaces today. 

Beyond just the examples here, our programs delve into ethical leadership, identity breakdowns, sanctuary and coalition buildings across marginalized communities, particularly Black and
Indigenous Muslims, equitable economies, people-centric urban planning, food apartheid, and more. Our work truly lies at the radical reimagination of asking ourselves what our lives - and the

world - can look like if we center and live our values authentically and in community with everyone around us.  

About: Laila Tauqeer is the co-founder of Ma’rifa and currently works as the Development Events Coordinator at the Oakland Museum of California. She holds a
bachelor’s degree in history of science from Harvard University, where she first conceptualized the organization based on her own personal experiences as a Muslim
student. You can find out more about the organization at marifaprograms.com and reach us at laila@marifaprograms.com or on our Instagram @marifaprograms. 

(RE)IMAGININGS:
 COMMUNITY BUILDING BY AND

FOR YOUNG MUSLIM AMERICANS

We expand Islamic conversations of
modesty in clothing to include fair labor
practices, fast fashion, and consumerism.

We work with environmental experts to incorporate values that
young Muslims already hold about taking care of the earth.

We make connections between the work that
abolitionist spaces are conducting with the

ideals of forgiveness, mercy, and justice that
exist in Islam.

We use art as a vehicle for
community building and reimagining

better worlds together.


